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The Tappan Zee Bridge/ I-287 Corridor Study has been a major focus of the Federated 
Conservationists of Westchester County (FCWC) for almost ten years.  FCWC’s 
environmental concerns with this crucial project resulted in a representative of ours 
being appointed to the Westchester/Rockland Tappan Zee Task Force from the 
beginning of the study.  FCWC has published articles and has held round table 
discussions to educate the public on the need to include mass transit in this project.  
 
FCWC has always believed that when replaced or revitalized, the Tappan Zee Bridge 
should accommodate mass transit as well as cars and trucks. There is no argument that 
the current bridge has reached its capacity, and if mass transit, in the form of Bus Rapid 
Transit at least, is not included at the outset, the new bridge will immediately be at or 
over capacity.  During the planning process FCWC has strongly favored and continues 
to favor a solution that includes a cross county rail option to connect our five existing 
north-south train lines.  In our opinion, this would be the best long term solution for the 
entire region.   
 
FCWC is pleased that the Obama administration has decided to fast-track the Tappan 
Zee Bridge project; however, this must not be done by eliminating the options for mass 
transit that have been thoroughly discussed and planned for during the entire planning 
process. The dilemma of supporting a new bridge without mass transit should be 
energetically opposed. The new Tappan Zee Bridge must include plans for a Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) system to get more people out of their personal vehicles – and MUST 
include the capacity for adding rail mass transit as soon as possible.   
 
Just as the original designers of the Tappan Zee Bridge did not imagine the sheer number 
of people who now commute over the bridge, we do not know in detail what future 
transportation in the region may look like. We do know that a bridge that is built without 
mass transit will not be adequate. We need to plan for both the present and the future. 
We need to ensure that the new Tappan Zee Bridge can serve a growing population, the 
issues of higher fuel costs, and global climate change. 
 
In conclusion, we reiterate: the time to implement the capacity for these multi-modal 
solutions is NOW, and not as a possible future expansion  that may not occur.  Thank 
you for this opportunity to present our views and concerns. 
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