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Washington, DC study 
by DOEE  

and Alice Ferguson Foundation 
 

!  69 percent of businesses said the legislation has had 
a positive or no impact on them 

 
!  50 percent of businesses say they've saved money 

because customers are bringing reusable bags 
instead of taking store bags.  74 percent of 
businesses say they've seen an increase in 
customers bringing their own bags. 

 
!  Overall, substantial majorities of both residents and 

business owners and managers support the bag fee 
personally. 

 
!  Only eight percent of businesses polled oppose the 

law after implementation. 
 

 





 
 

Survey of 17,000 shoppers leaving stores in 
Montgomery County (has legislation) 

and Prince Georges County (has only education and 
a few incentives) 

Maryland 
  

Nearly two-thirds (64.5%) of Montgomery shoppers use at 
least some reusable bags or no bags 

The comparable figure in Prince Georges is only 12% 
 

In Montgomery 60% of shoppers use no disposable bags at 
all.   

In Prince Georges, only 10%. 
  

This difference held when neighborhoods with similar median 
incomes were compared. 



!  San Diego estimated used to spend $160,000 a year 
cleaning up plastic bag litter. 

 
!  Austin TX used to spend $2300 each day dealing with 

plastic bag trash and litter. 
 
!  San Francisco: $600,000 in savings from avoided 

plastic bag waste processing costs.  A 10 cent fee on 
single-use paper bags, helped save $2.5 million in 
annual single-use bag recycling & cleanup costs. 

 
!  San Jose, CA saved due to its huge reduction in 

plastic bag cleanup: 89 percent less in storm drain 
system, 60 % less in creeks and rivers, and 59% less 
in city streets and neighborhoods. 






